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Anna Marie Jackson is led from the courtroom Thursday by Washoe County deputies Sgt. Steve Keller, left, and David 
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After two days of deliberations, a Washoe County jury on Thursday found Anna Marie Jackson guilty of having marijuana in her system when she pulled in front of a motorcycle officer, causing a fatal crash.

Deputy District Attorney Bruce Hahn said the guilty verdict offered some relief for the family of Officer Mike Scofield, who was 55 when he died on his way to an accident on Sept. 26, 2002.

“This family has suffered horribly,” Hahn said after the verdict was read. “It’s the first step toward justice for the Scofield family.”

Scofield’s widow Sherry, who hugged friends and dabbed her red eyes with a tissue after the hearing, said the verdict offered only a little relief.

“There’s no such thing as closure,” she said softly. “I’ll never stop loving him.

“It’s an end of a chapter, but it doesn’t close my relationship with my husband.”

She said she wished, at some point, to talk with Jackson.

“I have always wanted the best for her,” Sherry Scofield said, adding she hoped the sentence would be “somewhere between what’s right and what’s best.”

Reno police Officer John McCauley, who was on his motorcycle behind Scofield when the crash occurred, said he was ready to move on.

“The verdict doesn’t matter — it’s just over,” he said. “I was willing to accept whatever the jury said. That’s all you can ask for.”

Jackson, 26, of Reno faces two to 20 years in prison on the single felony count of having a prohibited amount of a prohibited substance in her blood, causing a death. Probation is not available. Judge Janet Berry set sentencing for June 4.

Jackson, also red-eyed, her boyfriend Tom Crowley and both of their parents left the courtroom immediately after the verdict and gathered in a room down the hall. 

They declined to comment.

Jackson’s lawyer, Kenneth Stover, said: “This has been a tragedy for both the Jackson and Scofield families.”

“After the length of deliberations, we knew someone on the jury was on her side,” he said, “but we didn’t know how long they could hold out.”

While the jury found her guilty, it sent a confusing message about the amount of marijuana found in her system.

The verdict form asked the jury whether Jackson had 2 nanograms per milliliter or more of marijuana’s active ingredient, tetrahydrocannabinol or THC in her system — which is the legal limit.

The jury answered “no” to that question.

Then it asked the jurors whether she had 5 nanograms per milliliter of a marijuana metabolite in her system — also the legal limit. To that question they answered “yes.”

During the trial, Hahn told the jury that a blood test two hours after the crash found she had 3 nanograms of THC and 18 nanograms of the metabolite.

But Jackson’s lawyer had the blood re-tested at a different lab and found it to contain only 1 nanogram of THC. The second lab found the same level for the metabolite.

The Nevada Supreme Court is considering a case out of Las Vegas in which a woman was granted a new trial after her lawyer successfully argued to a District Court judge that the metabolite is not a schedule-one controlled substance and therefore is not illegal.

Marijuana metabolite is a byproduct produced as the body metabolizes the drug.

Hahn said he could not predict what would happen to Jackson’s conviction if the high court upheld the Clark County District Court’s ruling.

“We’ll just have to see,” he said.

Stover said the jury’s decision on the drug levels was curious.

“It creates an interesting situation,” he said. But, he added, he also could not guess what would happen.
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